An absence of changes in sigma receptor subtypes in the brains of genetically dystonic (dt) rats.
Binding sites for the sigma ligand [3H]di-o-tollylguanidine ([3H]DTG) have been reported to be altered in the brains of genetically dystonic rats. In the present study, selective sigma 1 and sigma 2 assay conditions were utilized in an effort to define which subpopulation of [3H]DTG binding sites is altered in the dystonic strain (dt). Both this approach and a re-examination using conditions similar to the previous report failed to confirm a difference between the brains of dystonic and normal rats in terms of sigma binding. Although not directly negating the possible involvement of sigma receptors in dystonia, these results indicate that sigma 1 and sigma 2 receptors appear unchanged in dystonic rats.